Distribution of corticotropin-releasing hormone immunoreactivity in golden hamster brain.
The distribution of corticotropin-releasing hormone-immunoreactive (CRH-IR) neurons and fibers was observed in golden hamsters. CRH-IR neurons and fibers were observed within the hypothalamus, thalamus, amygdala, cortex, midbrain, and hindbrain. The largest numbers of CRH-IR neurons were seen within the magno- and parvocellular divisions of the paraventricular nucleus of the hypothalamus and within the septum, bed nucleus of the stria terminalis, preoptic area continuum. The highest density of immunoreactive fibers was observed in the external zone of the median eminence. In addition, many immunoreactive fibers were observed within the bed nucleus of the stria terminalis and the preoptic area. The distribution obtained in hamsters was compared with previously reported distributions from rats, and both were generally similar.